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STAAR, EOC Exams Are May 6-16

 Dell City School students are preparing 
for another round of STAAR and End-of-Course 
exams. Cougars had a first round of testing April 
8-12, and testing begins again Monday, May 6. 
On that day, junior and re-testers will take the 
U.S. history exam. On the following day, May 
7, ninth-graders and re-testers test in biology. 
Wednesday, May 8, is retest day for Algebra 1. 

 Testing resumes the following Monday, 
May 13, when third-, fourth- and fifth-graders, 
and eighth-grade re-testers, take math exams. The 
same grades have reading tests on Tuesday, May 
14. Sixth- and seventh-graders have math tests the 
following day, May 15, and fifth- and eighth-grad-
ers take science tests the same day. The round 
of testing concludes Thursday, May 16, when 
sixth- and seventh-graders take reading tests and 
eighth-graders take the social studies exam.

 Parents and family members are en-
couraged to support their students, and make sure 
they’re well-rested for testing days.

cont’d on page 4

“District of Innovation” Plan 
Approved at Dell City ISD
Plan Allows New Flexibility in 

Hiring, School Schedule

 The Dell City ISD school board voted at 
its March 28 meeting to approve a new “District 
of Innovation” plan. The plan gives Dell City ISD 
increased flexibility in a range of areas – including 
an exemption from certain teacher certification 
requirements, and in school schedule. School lead-
ers believe the plan will help address the unique 
challenges faced by this remote, rural district, 
where educators are often called upon to teach 
across multiple areas and grade levels.

 Special-education and bilingual teachers 
will still be required to have state certification, and 
school administrators say they will continue to 
seek certified educators for core academic areas. 
But the plan allows for hiring local residents who 
have areas of special expertise and experience to 
teach in areas such as careers and technology, and 
other electives. The district can also hire teachers 
who are certified in other states.

Spring Buzz at the Dell City SChool
 The last months and weeks of the 
school year are a time both of anticipation and 
extra effort, as students and staff look forward 
to graduation and the summer to come, and 
focus on completing coursework and tackling 
state exams. Dell City School students and staff 
are hard at work this spring, but they’re also 
finding times to unwind and enjoy one another’s 
company, in sports and in events like the Easter 
egg hunt and the spring festival. Photos from 
some of those events are featured in this issue 
of The Greasewood. Prom is Saturday, May 4 – 
look for photos in the next issue!

 The Dell City School celebrated the 
Easter holiday Thursday, April 18, with an egg 
hunt, piñatas and other treats. Parents, families 
and community members joined in the fun, and 
it was a great way to head into the long holiday 
weekend. There was music, face painting, games 

– including a pie toss and a special version of mu-
sical chairs – and lots of great food, when the Dell 
City School junior class hosted its Spring Festival 
last Thursday night, April 18. There was a great 
turnout for the event, and the junior class raised 
more than $1,000. 

More photoS froM Spring eventS,
 on page 5
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Cougars Surge in Spring Sports

Track Competitors Headed to Regionals

 All the members of the Dell City tennis team 
took home medals from the April 3 district tournament 
in Fort Davis. Pictured above, from left to right, with 
Cougar coach and Athletics Director Joe Czubinski, are 
Reilly Czubinski, Shania Vargas, Kaysie Burford, Zech 
Rauch and Stevie Morales. 

 It’s been a vibrant spring sea-
son for Dell City School student-athletes, 
with members of the tennis and track 
programs pulling in a haul of medals and 
winning their way to regional competi-
tions.
 The Cougar tennis squad 
made the trip to Fort Davis on April 3 
for the district meet – and every Dell 
City competitor won a medal.  Senior 
Reilly Czubinski won first place in boys’ 
singles, qualifying for regional tennis. 
The doubles team of freshmen Shania 
Vargas and Kaysie Burford took third 
place in Fort Davis – and the Cougars 
boys’ doubles squad of Zechariah Rauch 
and Esteban Morales, also freshmen, 
followed suit with a third-place win. 
The two bronze-medal winning teams 
qualified for the regional competition as 
alternates.
 Cougar athletes and coaches 
made another journey south and east 
the following day, April 4, when the 
junior-high and high-school track teams 
traveled for the district meet in Alpine.  
 Among junior-high competi-
tors, seventh-grader Hallie Chavez took 
second place, and a silver medal, in the 
triple jump; third place in the 800-meter 
run; third place in the 400-meter dash; 
and fifth place in the 200-meter dash. 
Seventh-grader Kortney Burford won a 
silver medal in the 300-meter hurdles, 
and took fourth place in the 100-meter 
hurdles. Seventh-grader Reyes Espino-
za took fourth place in the 400-meter 
dash and fifth place in the 800-meter 
run. Eighth-grader Damien Spiers took 
fourth place in the 3200-meter run and 
sixth place in the 1600-meter run, and 
eighth-grader Jasper Vargas took fifth in 
the 3200-meter run.
 High-school track compet-
itors made an impressive showing in 
Alpine. Junior Christian Mendoza won 
two medals – a second-place silver in 
the high jump, and a third-place bronze 
in the long jump. Reilly Czubinski 
continued his gold-medal run from the 
previous day, and took first place in the 
110 high hurdles, as well as fourth place 
in the triple jump – he qualified for the 
area track meet, to be held April 16 in 
Wink. Sophomore Jacqueline Mendoza 
won a bronze medal in the triple jump. 
Fresh from the previous day’s tennis 
win, Kaysie Burford took second place 
in the 300-meter hurdles and third place 
in the 100-meter hurdles. Sophomore 
Tristan Smetak took two silver medals 
– with second place showings in the 

3200-meter run and the 1600-meter run. Junior 
Maxine Burford took fourth place in the 100-me-
ter hurdles, and was also an area qualifier. And 
the Cougar 400-meter relay team – composed of 
Jacqueline Mendoza, Maxine Burford and juniors 
Kassandra Acosta and Hunter Wilson, with Kaysie 
Burford and Victor McCarty as alternates – took 
third place, and bronze medals.  
 Then, last week, it was on to area and 
regional competitions.
 Wink was the first stop for the Cougar 
athletes and coaches, and eight students competed 
there in the area track meet on April 17. Reilly 
Czubinski took third place and a bronze medal in 
the 110 high hurdles – qualifying for the regional 
meet, which will be held in San Angelo Friday and 
Saturday (April 26 and 27). Czubinski also took 
sixth in the triple jump. Christian Mendoza was 
another regional qualifier, with his second-place, 
silver-medal showing in the high jump. And Kay-
sie Burford also qualified for regionals, with her 
fourth place showing in the 300-meter hurdles.
 Jacqueline Mendoza took sixth in the 
triple jump, and the 400-meter relay team of 
Mendoza, Maxine Burford, Hunter Wilson and 
Kassandra Acosta barely missed qualifying for 
regionals.
 Coach Joe Czubinski said he was “very 
proud” of all his students, and that “their hard 
work paid off.”
 It was on to San Angelo the next day. 
Reilly Czubinski – the District 9A singles boys 
tennis champion – competed there in the regional 
tennis tournament. Czubinski lost in the round of 
16 – in a fierce, three-hour match; the score was 
6-4, 6-7 (with a 9-7 tiebreaker), 4-6. 
 “We are all very proud of him,” Coach 
Ski said of Reilly, “he represented Dell City very 
well.”
 Congratulations, Cougar athletes – and 
best of luck at regional track this weekend!

Hunter Wilson

Maxine Burford and Kaysie Burford

Christian Mendoza

Reilly Czubinski



paGe 3

“Guardian” Program Goes into 
Effect at Dell City School

 The “school guardian” program – in which 
several district staffers carry concealed firearms, to 
deter, or respond to, a mass shooting – is now in effect 
at Dell City ISD. 

 In comments to the Dell City school board 
at their March 28 meeting, Supt. Ruben Cervant-
es said the staffers selected for the program have 
all successfully completed a DPS course for con-
cealed-weapon certification. The district intends 
to keep the identity of the guardians secret. Those 
staffers are now carrying concealed firearms at school.

 School officials began considering the 
guardian program last September, after a presenta-
tion from local DPS Trooper Mike Schulze. A school 
shooting might seem unimaginable in a small, close-
knit community like Dell City. But Schulze said that, 
in the wake of several mass shootings in Texas, state 
officials were urging all districts to develop safety 
plans. And he noted that while mass shootings are 
typically “over in five to eight minutes,” the response 
time for a law officer in Dell City can be 30 minutes 
or more. School officials viewed the guardian plan – 
of training and arming staffers – as a more affordable 
option than hiring a law-enforcement officer or school 
marshal.

 Almost half of the school’s staff volunteered 
for the program. Administrators selected several 
staffers. Cervantes said the guardians will continue to 
receive training in the months and years to come. 

 Cervantes also said the district plans to 
place signage outside the school, indicating that 
armed guardians are present on campus, as a way of 
deterring “someone who might want to do harm,” he 
said.

Homer “JR” Scrimshire 
Recognized as Outstanding Employee

 Homer 
Scrimshire Jr. – “JR” 
– was honored for the 
outstanding contribu-
tion he’s making to 
the Dell City School, 
during the March 28 
meeting of the school 
board. Scrimshire is the 
district’s maintenance 
staffer, and Principal 
Carlos A. Contreras 
aptly described JR to 

the school board as a “craftsman.” From classrooms 
and the weight room, to the new parent center and 
counselor’s office, the signs of Scrimshire’s fine 
workmanship are visible everywhere on campus. He’s 
helped create a new and improved atmosphere for our 
students and staff. 
 Thank you JR, for everything you do!

Cougar “Career Day”
 Linemen, law-enforcement 
officers, elected officials, entrepeneurs 
and more – the diverse group of Huds-
peth County professionals were on-hand 
at the Dell City School last Thursday, 
April 18, to share information on the 
work they do. Career Day was held in 
Cougar Gym, and it was an opportu-
nity for students – elementary through 
high-school – to learn about a variety of 
careers.
 Participants set up booths in 
the gym, and they took questions and 
discussed the paths to entry and the 
challenges and rewards of their work. 
Attendees also adjourned outside for a 
demonstration by Rio Grande Electric 
Coop employees. The event was a 
chance for students to consider possible 
vocations, and to contemplate the paths 
they might take in the future. 
 A special thanks to Dell City 
ISD events coordinator Catrina Wilson, 
for her work in organizing Career Day – 
and a big thank you to all the commu-
nity members who came to present on 
their careers!

With Essay on the Power of Music, Senior Caleb Bell Wins Scholarship

 Caleb Bell, of the 
Dell City School Class of 
2019, was recently an-
nounced as the winner of a 
scholarship essay contest 
sponsored by the School 
Band and Orchestra Mag-
azine. Bell was one of only 
five high-school students 
nationwide to be selected for 
the scholarship. 
 His winning 
essay – which earned him 
$1,000 for his post-second-
ary education – highlighted 

how music has connected him to classmates across boundaries of language. Eric and Vicki 
Bell, Caleb’s parents, were on-hand at the school when the scholarship check was presented 
by music teachers Drew Stuart and Jacob Walston, and Dell City School Principal Carlos A. 
Contreras. Congratulations tp Caleb Bell – the Dell City School community is very proud!
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At Dell City School Campus, 

Renovations, Upgrades Continue

 Through the hard work of district 
maintenance staff, and the commitment of 
school administrators and board members, it’s 
been a year of renovations and improvements to 
the Dell City School campus – and the upgrades 
continue.

 At their March meeting, school board 
members approved the purchase and installation 
of new heating and air-conditioning units in the 
school’s gym and cafeteria. Scott Heating and 
Cooling of El Paso was contracted for the work, 
and Scott employees have measured for the new 
units and will start installation soon. 

 Community members who have 
attended a graduation ceremony know that the 
gym can be a steamy place in May and June. 
Scott projects that the new HVAC units will be 
installed by May 17, and air-conditioning should 
be in operation for graduation, on May 31. 
  
 Other improvements will support Ag 
and vocational education for DCISD students. A 
quonset barn that currently serves as a mainte-
nance shop for staff is being split into two areas. 
One area will continue to be used by mainte-
nance staff, while the second area will be a new 
Ag shop – where students can learn welding, 
and electrical, plumbing, woodworking and 
mechanic skills. Supt. Ruben Cervantes said the 
renovation of the building is part of the district’s 
effort “to grow the Ag department, and to offer 
more career and technology education.” 

 Contractors have also been on campus 
recently pouring the foundation for a new school 
greenhouse. The greenhouse was purchased last 
school year with a $10,000 grant from the Texas 
Department of State Health Services, as part of 
its Rural School Project. The federally funded 
project was launched to encourage good nutri-
tion and physical activity among young people 
living along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

 The school received the grant in 2017 
– but the greenhouse had yet to be construct-
ed. The contractors will move forward with 
construction in the coming weeks. With the 
greenhouse in place, gardening can be integrated 
into Ag education at the school.

 And, thanks to a community-wide 
efforts, Dell City students are now using new 
playground equipment! The jungle gym was do-
nated in the fall by Robert Millard, of El Paso’s 
Playground Constructors, Inc., and assembled 
in early March with help and labor by school 
staff, the PTO and local businesses DVRM and 
Chaffhaye. High-school students helped spread 
synthetic mulch around the equipment, and the 
jungle gym was opened to students at playtime 
Friday, April 12.

 High teacher turnover has been a 
major challenge at Dell City ISD during the 
last five years, and Supt. Ruben Cervantes 
and Principal Carlos A. Contreras believe that 
recruiting area residents, people already root-
ed here and invested in the community, is key 
to the long-term success of the school. The 
new plan can help facilitate such recruiting. 

 The district will identify minimum 
requirements for instructors who are not 
certified, as well as areas of professional de-
velopment – such as student management and 
instructional strategies – that those instructors 
would be required to receive. Administrators 
will inform the school board any time an 
uncertified teacher is hired, and detail that 
person’s qualifications.
 Another area of new flexibility 
is in the school schedule. The district was pre-
viously required to begin classes on the fourth 
Monday of August. The district can now have 
an earlier start date. That flexibility will allow 
for more instructional days before mandatory 
state testing, and will allow the district to 
balance the number of school days in the fall 
and spring semesters.

 The plan also allows for extending 
the length of “probationary contracts” for 
new hires with experience in teaching – from 
one to two years. The longer probationary 
periods will allow for a more comprehensive 
evaluation of new employees – and for using 
end-of-year student data, and test scores, in 
that evaluation.

 The plan also changes the policy for 
“transfer students” – students from outside 
the district. At present, transfer students are 
accepted for an entire school year. Now, 
school administrators can revoke a transfer 
agreement at any time, if a student exhibits 
conduct that disrupts the educational environ-
ment or warrants disciplinary action.
 Cervantes, who took the leader-
ship role at DCISD in May 2018, identified 
making DCISD a district of innovation as a 
priority last summer. The plan takes effect 
this May, and remains in effect through May 
2024. The Texas Education Agency could act 
to revoke the plan if the district were to fail 
to meet state accountability standards for two 
consecutive years.

Dell City PTO Meets 
Thursday, May 2, at 4:30 p.m.

 The Dell City PTO will meet at 
the school Thursday, May 2, beginning at 
4:30 p.m., and all Cougar parents, families 
and community members are invited to 
attend. Summer activity planning is on the 
agenda. Come join in!

District of Innovation, continued from page 1
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 Dell City High School students had a strong showing at the 
district academic UIL meet, held March 25 in Fort Davis. Six Cougar 
scholars qualified to travel to the regional competition at Angelo State 
University in San Angelo. 

 Regional qualifiers include ninth-grader Zechariah Rauch, who 
took first-place in computer science at the March 25 district meet; senior 
Reilly Czubinski, who took first in social studies and second in number 
sense; the team of 10th-graders Kolby Mansell and Tristan Smetak, who 
took first place in current issues; junior Maxine Burford, who took first 
place in chemistry; and junior Christian Mendoza, who took fourth in 
social studies and will travel as an alternate. 

 The district meet was held on the students’ first day back from 
spring break, and the students and their faculty sponsors had to make a 
very early departure, leaving at 4 a.m. for the event in Fort Davis. But the 
Cougars were still sharp.

 Senior Michelle Burford also placed in the district meet, in 
calculator applications. In addition to h is first-place win in computer 
science, Zechariah Rauch also placed in current issues, and spelling and 
vocabulary.

 Congratulations, Cougar scholars!

With strong performances at the district meet, six Dell City High 
students were regional qualifiers in academic UIL this spring. From left 

to right, the students were Maxine Burford, Zechariah Rauch, Reilly 
Czubinski, Christian Mendoza, Kolby Mansell and Tristan Smetak. 

Cougar High School Students Score Wins at Academic UIL

Spring Celebrations
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Classroom Achievement, and High School UIL Success, Honored at April “5A Day”

 With the school year drawing to a close, the Cougar community 
came together for “5A Day” last Wednesday, April 17 – to recognize student 
achievement in the classroom, and beyond. 5A is Awards for Academics, 
Attendance, Athletics and Activities, and this month’s event included a cele-
bration of high-schoolers’ success at academic UIL competitions, which were 
held in Fort Davis March 25.
 Fourth-grader Cassidy Hale and fifth-grader Dustin Neely led the 
pledge of allegiance. Events coordinator Catrina Wilson announced award 
recipients, and Principal Carlos A. Contreras handed out the awards.
 Kindergarten award recipients included: Eliseo Campos, with the 
“Super Scientist” and “Young Author” awards; Mia Garcia-Estrada, with the 
“Super Scientist” and “Young Author” awards, and the “Master of Mathe-
matics” and “Bookworm” awards; Jayden Perez, with the “Super Scientist,” 
“Master of Mathematics” and “Young Author” awards; and Nicholas Radunz,  
with the “Super Scientist,” “Master of Mathematics” and Young Author” 
awards.
 In first grade, Nathan Ainsworth received the “Super Scientist” and 
“Master of Mathematics” awards, and the “Great Progress” award; Jose Mc-
Cray received the “Super Scientist,” “Bookworm,” “Master of Mathematics” 
and “Young Author” awards; Victoria Mora received the “Super Scientist,” 
“Master of Mathematics” and “Young Author” awards; Jesus Rodriguez-Ve-
larde received the “Super Scientist,” “Master of Mathematics” and “Young 
Author” awards; and Gabriella Velarde Elias received the “Super Scientist,” 
“Master of Mathematics,” “Young Author” and “Great Progress”awards.
 For second grade, award recipients included: Rachel Medina 
Rangel, for most improved in social studies and for AB Honor Roll; Emmett 
Muise, for handwriting skills and for A Honor Roll; and Grayson O’Leary, for 
science excellence and for AB Honor Roll.
 In third grade, Aurora Bell was recognized for math excellence, for 
A Honor Roll and for perfect attendance; Anthony Galvan was honored for 
most improved in math and for AB Honor Roll; Jimena Martin Del Campo 
was recognized for AB Honor Roll and received the citizenship award; Zach-
ary Mendoza was recognized for earning AB Honor Roll and for excellence 
in social studies; Mia Mora earned A Honor Roll and was recognized as 
“most improved” in science; Texana Scarbrough was recognized as an A 
Honor Roll student and for reading excellence; and Violeta Solis Ojeda was 
recognized as “most improved reader” and for earning A Honor Roll.
 In fourth grade, Gerardo Castillo received the “Good Helper” 
award; McKenna Crabb was recognized for A Honor Roll academics and for 
outstanding work in science; and Cassidy Hale received the “Good Helper” 
award.
 Fifth grade award recipients included: Brandon Crabb, for AB 

Honor Roll, and the “Cougar Citizen” award; Nicole Martos, for A Honor 
Roll, and for excellence in science; Rhiannon Muise, for A Honor Roll, 
outstanding work in science and perfect attendance; and Dustin Neely, 
with the “Good Helper” award; and Axel Sotelo, for reading progress and 
perfect attendance. 
 In sixth grade, Luis Guillen was recognized for earning AB 
Honor Roll.
 For seventh grade, awards went to: Kortney Burford and 
Jeremiah Rauch, for AB Honor Roll; Hallie Chavez, as an A Honor Roll 
student; and Carolina Garcia Lozano, for perfect attendance.
 In eighth grade, Damien Spiers was recognized for earning AB 
Honor Roll.
 In ninth grade, Kaysie Burford, Esteban Morales, Zechariah 
Rauch and Shania Vargas were recognized for their second-place showing 
as a spelling team at UIL academics; Rauch and Vargas were honored for 
taking first place in “Current Issues” at UIL; and Rauch was also recog-
nized for his individual performance in spelling and vocabulary, and in 
current issues, and for taking first place in computer science at UIL.
 Among sophomores, Jacqueline Mendoza and Tristan Sme-
tak were recognized for AB Honor Roll; Smetak and classmate Kolby 
Mansell, with freshmen teammates Zechariah Rauch and Shania Vargas, 
were honored for taking first place in “Current Issues” as a team at UIL; 
and Mansell and Smetak were both recognized for their performance as 
individual competitors in “Current Issues.”
 In eleventh grade, awards were presented to Kassandra Acosta 
and Christian Mendoza for AB Honor Roll. Acosta was also recognized 
for perfect attendance. Maxine Burford was recognized for her first-place 
showing in chemistry at UIL; and Mendoza for his fourth-place showing 
in social studies.
 Among seniors, the award recipients were: Caleb Bell and 
Reilly Czubinski, as A Honor Roll students; Manuel Nuñez, for AB Honor 
Roll; Heriberto Garcia Lozano, for perfect attendance; and Michelle 
Burford, for her fifth-place showing in “Calculator Applications” at UIL. 
Czubinski was also honored for taking first place in the UIL social studies 
competition and second place in “Number Sense.”
 Congratulations, Cougar students!

CounSelor’S Corner


